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Pie in the Sky
Raddur

The days will pass for it is to move
Let me behold, the sky for you —

My imaginations... My dream where you
And only you dwell let the rocks be kissed,
By the gentle waves there shall the sky be painted,
With Blue-dye.

The stripped Tree; Hanging lanterns
Lights spreading... So noble a sermon
The tongues loving each word
Because there you
Only you dwell.
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Poverty
Deepanjana Roy

‘The unfinished business of the twenty-first century is the eradication of poverty’
—Juan Somania, United Nations World Summit for Social Development, 1995.

Poverty is one of the most horrifying
features of economic under-development.
Consequently, the issue of poverty line comes
in where we state individuals to be poor if they
are below a minimum, critical value of income
or consumption of goods and services. People
thriving in poor conditions suffer from under-
nourishment, little or absence of literacy, living
in unhealthy environmental conditions.

There are various measures of poverty for
instance

(i) the head count ratio which is head count
divided by the entire population size

(ii) poverty gap ratio

(i) Income gap ratio.

Estimates suggest that the number of poor
people in the world in 1990 was over a billion.
Over 40% of the world’s population which is
approximately 2.7 billion people live on less
than $2 a day.

A high degree of correlation can be
observed between household size and
poverty. According to an observation based on
World Development Report, it was found that
10% of households in Pakistan (1984) had an
average of 7.7 members.

Economic poverty has much adverse
impact on society.

e |t after restricts poor individuals from
accessing the various goods and services in
the economy which further results in the
stagnation of the economy and lowering of the
Aggregate Demand. As a result, GDP (Gross
Domestic Product) is negatively affected.

e Poverty has an impact on the health of
the individuals. Undernourished individuals fall
to income a productive member of the society
on account of his low income.

e Poverty intervenes in the fulfilment of
education and acquirement of skills which can
ultimately result in the formation of human
capital leading way to acquiring better and
desired jobs. Technological change is
observed to be skill biased hence there is a
necessity for individuals to be skilled.

Various poverty alleviation measures can

be implemented to tackle the problem of
poverty.

e Changing the Functional Distribution of
Income through Policies designed to change
Relative factor prices. Due to unsuccessful
Government policies and various constraints,
the relative price of labour becomes high that
would be if the supply and demand were to
adjust freely. Efforts should be made to reduce
the price of labour relative to capital can cause
employees to substitute labour for capital
which can raise the overall employment and
the incomes of poor can increase.

The correction of labour costs will inevitably
lead to increase productivity, efficiency and
inequality will decrease. Hence growth will be
generated.

e Unequal and intense concentration of
wealth and assets in the hands of a particular
high income earning proportion of the
population is one of the leading factors of
poverty. The target should be to lessen the
concentrated control over these asset
ownerships. Education should be promoted
Government should work out different
schemes to generate more employment
opportunities and Reform is one of the
redistribution policy. Land Reforms converts
tenant cultivators to small landholders who will
then put more effort to increase their income
and productivity. Dynamic redistribution
policies can also be taken up. In developing
countries, ‘redistribution from growth’ can take
place which is proportion of annual savings
and investments can trickle clean to the poor.

e Progressive taxation can be applied
directly on wealth and income. These taxes
depend on personal and corporate incomes.
The wealthy individuals are required to pay
large percentage of income than the poor.

e Direct money transfers, subsidized food
grains, policies to keep price of food grains
low, schemes like 100 days of employment (in
India) , various public health projects, access
to clean water, supplementation programmes
are measures to alleviate poverty.
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THE SUN:IT'S STORY AND MYSTERY
Abir Sarkar

The three-later word, Sun, is very familiar in
our life. Everyday, our day starts by getting
enlightened by the generous and gorgeous
rays of it. All the lives and lively interactions
on this planet are being blessed by this
ultimate source of energy all the times. But not
only this is the key of life but also offers a very
wide and fascinating storehouse for
scientifically inquisitive minds. Have you ever
wondered how all this energy, which is enough
to run even this big planet, is being generated?
Have you ever thought what can be the
possible architecture of Sun? Have this
question ever germinated in your mind how
the life of this big creator can direct the story
of us? In this short discussion, let’s try to look
for the answers of these questions.

To understand the basic mechanism of
energy production in Sun, let’s first give me an
introduction about it's structure. To present in
a simple way, Sun is an ‘Young-aged’ star,
born around 4.6 billion years ago. In scientific
language, this type of stars are called ‘Main-
Sequence stars’. This type of stars have

broadly two parts. The center one is the core
and a surrounding atmosphere. You will find
a schematic of this structure in Figure-1a The
core is the power house of the stars. Our Sun
has a core with radius of 0.2 times the Solar
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Figure 1: The Over—all structure of Sun (a) and A
cartoon of the pp-chain (b)

radius and it is, tremendously hot with
temperature around 15 Million Kelvin! The
main source of energy in Sun is the Hydrogen
fuel. The energy is produced in a chain of
reactions called “p-p chain” . The structure of
the Hydrogen atom is the following, it contains
a positively charged proton which forms the
nucleus and a negatively charged electron
which orbits around this nucleus. Now, as the
core is so hot , the atoms break up into the
electron and nucleus and stays in a super hot
state called the plasma state . In the rst step
of this chain, as you can see in the Figure-1b
below, two Hydrogen nuclei combines with
each other to from a ‘Deuteron’, which is
nothing but a nucleus with a proton and a
neutral particle called neutron. This process is
very slow, it takes around 1010 years. In the
next step, within 1 second this deuteron
combines with a proton to form a Helium-3
nucleus. Normally, the Helium nucleus
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contains 2 protons and two neutrons, but this
special type of Helium contains one less
neutron. This step contributes some energy in
the Sun. Finally, in a timescale of 300
Thousands years, the two Helium-3 nuclei
combines to provide one Helium nucleus and
two hydrogen nucleus, and a huge amount of
energy, as Gamma-ray photons. This chain
reaction is believed to take place in the core
of the Sun. The energy produced is converted
into thermal energy and propagates through
the outer parts of the Sun.

Well, so we got our energy. Now, let’s focus
on how to carry this energy outside the Sun
for the sake of the Solar system. As we all
know, heat flows in three different ways— 1)
Conduction, where the particles of the medium
moves and carries the thermal energy, 2)
Convection, where heat propagates in the
medium without moving the particles of that
medium and 3) Radiation, where heat
propagates as a form of electromagnetic wave
and does not need a medium. In a star, there
can be several processes by which the heat
is carried from the core to outside. But, in case
of Sun the most effective process is radiation.
Immediately after the core, the radiation zone
starts. The radiation zone covers a big part of
Sun, starting from 0.2 times the Solar radius,
up to 0.71 times of that. The energy that is
formed in the core as a form of Gamma-ray
photons, traverses through the radiation zone
by interacting with the atoms those are present
in that zone. The interaction is a very simple
process, you can refer to the Figure-2 below
to have a clear understanding. The
temperature of this zone is lower than that of
the core. That is why, some atoms in this zone
can survive from breaking up into electron and
nuclei, which does not happen at the core. The
Gamma-ray photons interact with these
atoms, and the atoms store the energy for a
while and leaves them as new radiation. The
only catch is that, this interaction between
photons and the atoms happen very randomly,
not a simple nearest-neighbor chainlike way.
This delays the process of energy propagation

enormously. It takes around 171 thousands
years for the photons to travel form the upper
surface of the core to the upper surface of the
radiation zone and significant amount of loss
of energy and information about the Solar core
can take place.

After the photons successfully come out of
the radiation zone they finds themselves in a
zone with temperature about 2 million Kelvin.
So, here the surrounding atoms will be cooler
and too stable to re-radiate after interaction
with the photon. So, here comes a new type of
energy propagation, which is convection. Now,
this zone is more interesting from physics point
of view than the radiation zone. Imagine
yourself in a situation, where you got stuck at
the bottom of an ocean and trying to come up
using a big bubble of gas which surrounds you
inside itself and uses the buoyancy to come up.
Now, as you come up, the pressure decreases
and the bubble cools down. Now if it gets
cooler than the surrounding temperature, you
will again sink into the deep and can never
come out. But in the Sun, outside the radiation

corection zons

Figure 2: A schematic view of radiation in radiation
zone of Sun

zone, the material at the bottom of the
convection zone are lucky enough to get a
steeper temperature gradient to stay warm
enough to reach the top of this zone very
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quickly, sometimes in a single go. It is
approximately an week walk. The process is
very similar to boiling water in a metal pot and
as you can see from the Figure-3 below very
similar structure forms inside this zone also.
Now, whether the star can support convection
or not has been calculated by Karl
Schwarzchild and is well known as
‘Schwarzchild Criterion’. Interested readers
are encouraged to have alook in the reference.

Figure 3: Structures in the Convection zone of Sun

After the convection zone is over the Solar
atmosphere starts. The first part of it is
photosphere. Until this, the structure of Sun is
not visible by telescopes. They can be studied
by several indirect techniques. Photosphere is
the first part which can be studied directly by
telescopes or other radiation detectors. The
temperature of solar photosphere is around
4500-6000 Kelvin. Though the temperature is
very low, the density of the gas layer is very
less, so that the atoms can re-radiate the
energy obtained after interaction with photon.
So, the energy is once again propagated via
radiation and actually most of the energy that
we get from the Sun is from this re-radiation.
The convection zone, below the photosphere
forms granular structure, each approximately
500km radius, of hot and cold material in the
photosphere, very similar to granular
structures formed in boiling water (Refer to the
Figure-4a below). Typical granules group to
from Super-granule of radius around 15000km
and lasts for around a day. The photosphere
contains one more interesting feature, called
the ‘Sun-spots’. They are colder areas on the
photosphere and seen as dark spots. Typical
temperature of them is around 3500-4000
Kelvin. Most of them have two structures, one

is a dark interior called ‘Umbra’, surrounded
by less dark area called ‘Penumbra’ (Figure-

(b)
Figure 4: Granular Structure in Photosphere (a)
and Sunspot (b)

4b). These sunspots are currently an active
field of research in Solar physics and can
reveal a lot of important informations about the
structure and evolution of Sun. The process of
formation of Sun-spots is very complicated
and beyond the scope of this discussion.
The next upper layer is the most beautiful
part of Sun, the chromospheres (Figure-5a).
It's around 2000 km deep and the gas density
is too low (1/10000 th times that of
photosphere) to be seen without the total solar
eclipse. The energy is radiated through this
medium and most of the energy is emitted in
red light. Detailed study of this chromosphere
show more super-granules and jagged-spiky
structures called spicules. They seem to be in
a dancing pattern, originating from the base of
chromosphere and shooting up to several
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thousand kilometers and again coming back
to the surface.(Figure-5b) Above this corona
there is a very thin zone of around 100km ,
known as the transition zone, where the
temperature reaches abruptly to 2 Million
Kelvin. The physics of this process is still a
mystery. You are most welcome to make a
considerable amount of contribution to the
Solar physics by solving it.

Have you seen the beautiful colorful lights
on the sky of polar regions known as Aurora
Borealis in the Northern hemisphere? The
outermost part of Sun, the Corona is
responsible for this pleasant scenario. As
mentioned above, the temperature of corona
is very high but simultaneously the density is
very low. So, like chromosphere, the only time
to see the Corona is during the solar eclipse
or with a specially dedicated tool called
\Coronagraph”. But once you got it, you are
exposed to a whole goldmine of beautiful
interesting structures. The Sun has a very

(b)
Figure 5: Chromosphere (a) and Spicules in the
chromosphere (b)

strong magnetic field and the magnetic field,
in an environment of this kind follows certain
lines of track, called field-lines. The electrons
in the corona, follows these field lines and
shows different structures. Some of them are

Figure 6: Structures in the Corona of Sun

shown below in Figure-6. Sometimes, these
charged particles are thrown out of the Sun as
solar wind at a very high velocity. When these
particles interact with the atoms present in the
atmosphere of the earth it emits energy as a
form of colorful lights, showing Aurora
Borealis.

So here the story of Sun ends, well, to an
approximation. Now, what is the future of the
Sun, and more importantly, ours? Generally,
the Main-sequence stars, like Sun , expands
in it's course of life to radius up to 1000 times
of it's present radius, entering the Red-Giant
phase. Possibly we are not lucky enough to
survive to see this Super-Sun. The increase
of radius of Sun will make the luminosity to
increase, which in turn, evaporate all the
waters of out mother earth and leave it into a
non-livable place, unless we make it before
that. So, we are here for mostly 250 Million
years, the clock is ticking.
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A goose quill is more dangerous than a lion's
paw.

A sword less hurt does than a pen.

Pen and ink is wit's plough.

The pen is mightier than the sword.

You don't need a golden pen to write upon dirt.

The pen scratches; the paper is silent.
(Russian)

The pen is the tongue of the mind. (Spanish)

There are only two powers in the world, the
sword and the pen; and in the end the farmer is
always conquered by the latter.

—Napoleon



The strokes of the pen need deliberation, as
much as those of the sword need swiftness. —
Julia Ward Howe

Scholars are men of peace; they bear no arms,
but their tongues are sharper than the sword; their
pens carry further and give a louder report than
thunder. | had rather stand in the shock of a
basilisk than in the fury of a merciless pen. —
Sir Thomas Browne

Oh, nature’s noblest gift,—my gray-goose-quill.
—Byron

Take away the sword; states can be saved
without it; bring the pen! —Bulwer

A pen in need is pen indeed,

So here’s to the one that takes the lead.

B[ N

The only pen that is instantly ready
To write so gentle, and smooth and steady.
Whose every stroke affords delight,
Induces thought and desire to write.
Its use extends from share to shore,
and it is famed the whole world o’er.
May it always continue to serve all men,
Waterman’s Ideal Fountain Pen.
—The Pen Prophet, December 1913

Of possessions, I've never had a care.
All | can call mine,
In each story and line
In a pen from Montblanc it's there.
—Joachim Ringelnatz
German Novelist and Poet
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AT ol <@ =eaARE—"to strengthen
social unity and to provide equality of opportunity
to the less advanced sections of the society, the
unhealthy social segregation that now takes place
between the schools for rich and those for the poor
should be ended and the primary schools should
be made the common schools of the nation by
making it obligatory on all children, irrespective of
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A Mythical Letter from Roopkund
Manas Hira

After staying with her parents for the puja
days, Parbati (Devi Durga, Nandadevi) was on
her return journey to Kailash, accompanied by
Lord Shiva. Just before they are to reach
Kailash, Parbati wanted to check how She was
looking (Parbati does not carry a mirror). She
was thirsty too! Lord Shiva, the loving
husband, then hit the ground with his trishul
and thus Roopkund was formed amidst the
snow-covered peaks of the Himalayas!
Parbati drank water from the Kund and
checked her “roop” (beauty) before entering
her inlaw’s place. Today Roopkunda is a big
green lake surrounded by high snow-covered
mountains. There are hundreds of age-old
frozen human bodies around the lake under
the snow. But that is a seperater story!

When you boarded the bus at Rishikesh to
travel almost 300 km to reach Lohajang, you
were a bit relieved. The only bus from
Rishikesh to Lohajang leaves at 5:30 am at
dawn. Even at the bus depot at Rishikesh
wherefrom the bus leaves, very few people
knew about the bus and none could ascertain
whether there existed any such bus service at
all. The bus journey was special in the sense
that along your road you could see the
tributaries of the Ganges that you have read
in your secondary school geography. The
Alakananda, the Mandakini, the Pindar and
where they have met one another—the
Devprayag, the Rudraprayag, the Karnprayag.
In the evening when you reach Lohajang, you
meet your guide for the first time. For next
seven days he would be your custodian.

From Lohajang, on the first day you trek to
Didina vilalge-a village at the slop of a
mountain. The village is strange! People do
not stay there during winter. There is a twin
vilage whose name is Kulin which is
connected by car-orad. Every family of Didina
village also has a piece of land at Kulin and
before winter falls the family shift there. On the
second day you start from Didina Village and
for Baidini Bugiyal via Ali Bugiyal. The name

Baidini comes from the Vedas. It is told that
Baidini Bugiyal is the source of the Vedas!

You know that after a particular height in
the mountains you do not find any trees. That
is called the tree line! Above that tree line is
a stretch of green medow! Ali bugiyal and
Baidini bugiyal are such medows! Please note
that during winter even Didina village gets
buried under snow and so are all these
bugiyals and all these mountains. From Didina
village you go to the top of the mountain to
reach Ali Bugial. Ali Bugial is the largest bugial
in Asia. You will see that after the winter is
over, it has become totally green and covered
with flowers. Man (woman too) cannot grow
such a garden. You start thinking for whom
your God has created this! You have to cross
a long long long stretch of Ali Bugiyal to reach
Baidini Bugial. Since this is a bit off-the-normal
trekking season (rain has started in mountains
too) you get a forest hut to stay and avoid
staying in the tents. You should wish to see the
great peaks of religious importance, the
Neelkantha, the Bandar Punchh, the
Choukhamba, the Kedar Dom, the Trishul, the
Nanda Ghunti, etc.

You may even love to spend a couple of
days in the Forest Department hut at Baidini
without going anywhere. Now and then you will
come out of the hut to sit at the medow and
watch the snow-covered peaks of the
Himalayas! May be at a height of 12000ft from
the sea level and the light air (low oxygen
level) you may start believing the mythology of
those places and peaks!

This vast area of the Himalayas belongs to
Lord Shiva, the Debadideb, the god of all
gods, apparently who looks like a beggar. All
the places, rivers, peaks, in some way or
other, relate to Him. Sitting outside the Forest
Department hut you should get a clear view of
the Neelkantha peak.

In the pursuit of the “Amrita” (the nectre of
immortality), during the process of “Samudra
Manthan” (churning the ocean) by the Gods
and the Demons there came a series of most-
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aspired assets, Amrita being the last one of
them. But, most naturally, by this time, they
became too greedy to stop the churning (might
be they were always that greedy). And then,
out of the sea being churned, came the
Halahal, the most powerful poison one could
ever imagine. (May be, it is always the rule that
after Amrita, Halahal has to be there, the
Devatas and the Asuras were just a few small
cogs of the system implementing the rule).
Anyway, owing to the Halahal, the existence
of the whole creation was at stake. In the
rescue came Mahadeva, who, otherwise does
not pay much attention to these “worldly”
things. He swallowed the poison and as an
effect of the poison his throat became blue.
Debadideb became Neelkantha.

At the feet of the Neelkantha mountain you
have the holy place of Badrinath wherefrom
the river of Alokananda originates. On a clear
day, to the left of the Neelkantha peak you will
see the Kedar Dome peak, at the bottom of
the mountain at a height of 1400ft you have
Kedarnath (where in June, 2013, the business
of religion received a great shock and tens of
thousands of people died). From the Kedar
dome flows the river Mandakini (the river who
was instrumental in devastating Kedarnath
last year). You identify how all these names
take obscure shapes in your mind as if which
do not belong to this world.

To the right of you, much closer compared
to Kedar Dom and all, you will see white and
bright peaks of the Trishul and the
Nandaghunti! Nandadevi is another name of
Parbati (Durga). You force your eyes down to
your level and you will see a small talao (lake)
which is Baidini kund! Again Baidini is noone
else but Parbati! You will see two small
temples of not more than your height near the
kund! You indeed do not expect that here
temples will be big structures of architectural
referende! People just stack stones of
required sizes to give it a shape of their fancy!

Night comes pretty late at Baidini bugial!
Even at 8 pm you may find that it is not yet
dark! You have your dinner and your guide,
your cook and even your ghorewala will tell
you stories. Every 4 years in the Garwal region
a goat is born with 4 horns to accompany

AT |

Nanda Devi in a huge procession that starts
near Karna Prayag (where the Pindar meets
the Alakananda) More than a lakh of people
join the procession to carry Nanda Devi in a
choturdola to hemkunda! (Hemkunda is at a
two day walk from Roopkund!) The goat goes
side by side with the Devi. After it reaches
Hemkunda, the goat leaves and nobody
knows where it goes! It is believed that it goes
to Kailash!

From Baidini, when you start walking
higher, you wont find trees or meadows. There
starts the land of rocks and stones. At times the
view is softened where snow has covered the
stones. Huge collections of scattered rocks
through which you have to pass is what
remains of the landslides that took place at the
surrounding mountains hundreds or thousands
of years back. Possibly the mountains too have
toned down through those years because now
if you look higher up at them, they look smooth
- not much trace of such stones there. You
cannot be blamed, if a sudden faith occupies
you, after all these are the rocks which rained
from the sky to punish king Jasdhawal who
disgraced the sanctity of this Debbhumi. By
these couple of days the name “Uttarakhand”
by which this region has been identified in the
political map of India has been eroded by the
name it is refered to by everyone - the
Debbhumi, the land of the Gods!

You will find that the story of Debbhumi is
actually an epic depicting interrelated stories
of Gods and the mythological characters. You
will find Aryan Gods and Godesses mixing up
with the Dravidian and the local ones. And
sharing the stage with them in the same time
and space are the characters from the
Ramayan and the Mahabharata too! History
has seamlessly been integrated with
mythoogies and holy scripts!

Before you reach Patar Nachunia, the least
you expected was the presence of a small tea-
shop there! Since you had started walking a
couple of days back this is the first time you
find a roadside shop. Patar Nachunia is at the
middle of the 8 km walk from Baidini Bugiyal
to Bagua Basa. This is the place where the
hills  swalloed alive the courtesans
accompanying king Jasdhawal in his
pilgrimage to Hemkund.



The king had been very happy; he was
going to be a proud father in a few days. In
a procession of thousands he was taking the
carrying queen to Hemkund to celebrate the
event. It was to be a great celebration. The
courtesans of the royal court were also being
taken for that. When the procession reaches
celebration. The courtesans of the royal court
were also being taken for that. When the
procession reaches celebration. The
courtesans of the royal court were also being
taken for that. When the procession reaches
Baidini, the local pujari people requested him
not to take the courtesans (patar nachuni,
public dancer) in the procession to Hemkund
since that is not in the tune of these places.
As expected, the king did not listen to them!

At Patar Nachunia (what was the name of
this place then?) the courtesans danced for
the whole night and just before dawn, all on
a sudden, they sank deep into the hills. People
looked into the fresh holes in which they
vanished, but nothing could be seen. Those
holes are still visible at Patar Nachunia. To test
how deep the holes are, people used to drop
pebles in those holes, but they did not hear
them hitting the ground, as if there is no end
to those holes!

After a 4 km uphill walk to Patar Nachunia
the lemon tea offered in the teashop of not
more than Rs. 2000/- capital is the best you
had till date. You are now in a shape to think
why such a shop is there at such an odd place.
Didina, the last village in your trail toward
Roopkund is 16 km from here. Same is with
other villages in other trails. After the winter is
over snow starts melting in the bugiyals and
fast they gets covered by thick (nameless)
weeds. People starts coming back from their
winter refuge to their original villages to start
farming. And their bakris, bherro, bhayes and
ghorre become restless to go to the bugiyals
for their yearly rendezvous. Their owners need
not keep constant vigil on them. They are left
on their own in the bugiyals and their owners
remain busy in the vilages. But the carrying
animals are the exceptions. They too do not
stay back in the villages but come to the
Bugiyals like the rest, and their owners too
stay with them! The newborn cannot survive
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the low temperature at the Bugiyal and after
the delivery it is taken to the warmth of the
village. While the newborn is being carried by
the owner, the new mother, sacrificing the call
of Bugial, also pursues them in her intense
affection for the child!

Coming back to the small tea-shop at Patar
Nachuhia, the question that who are its
prospective customers is still unanswered!
The myth of innumerable herbs of debatma
Himalaya having magical power have
attracted the attention of the ever-uncontented
civilized people for curing their unhappiness!
One such herb is the “kira-jori” whose price is
quite a few lacs of rupees per kilogram in the
international market! Since farming in the
villages is less attractive, after the winter is
over, hundreds of people spread to the
corners of this region in search of “kira-jori”.

Under the traditional freindliness among
the garwali people, these days, there is
possibly a fierce competition with respect to
this “kira jori”. You will find single individuals
in gumboot and raincoat carrying a long
umbrella appearing from nowhere. They are
the “kira jori” people. Finding “kira jori” is quite
painful. It is very small, difficult to identify by
naked eye. One has to lie down on the ground,
grope the herbs by both the hands, take it
close to your eyes for identification. In general,
everyone in this region while making a move,
has grown the habit of deviating from the
common trail whenever possible, and search
for the “kira jori”. It is a new “gold rush” in
Debbhumi.

In the plains, these days, it hardly makes
any difference whether the distance you are
covering is 1 km or 1.5 k. When you come to
walk on a trail like this, even a metre becomes
important for you-as if a matter of life and
death! Each step becomes increasingly
difficult for you. But once you accept this in
your heart (you should accept, after all this has
been by your own choice) you get intrigued by
too many independent lines of experience.

“Bagua Basa” is another 4 km from “Patar
Nachunia”. Out of that 2 km is uphill. As you
know the king Jasdhawal did not stop his
procession even after his courtesans were
swallowed alive by the hills! Ignoring the



appeals from the local people he continued his
procession and the queen gave birth to a son
at “Rani Surela”, 3 km from “Patar Nachunia”.
That night giant rocks were showered upon
them from the sky and the queen and the new
born baby with many others were killed. Today
when you see those raw rocks scattered over
a huge area upon both sides of the trail, you
get dumbfounded by the signs of a massive
landslide that took place perhaps hundreds of
years ago and still survives in the form of
myths among the local people.

“Bagua Basa” is not very far from “Rani
Surela” and since you have already covered
the uphill part of today’s walk, you may afford
to indulge in fancy!

These days the Trekking companies have
made things streamlined for thousands of
trekkers bumping upon one another in this
regions during the high seasons. At other
times you will be left to your self (not yourself)
to drag your fatigued feet along the rocky trail.
The stories of the local mythology will start
appearing quite plausible to you! In the mist
you will feel that somewhere near in Kailash
Lord Shiva is smiling with his pleasant eyes
fixed upon you! Sitting at his side Parbati too
is affectionately monitoring how we engage
ourselves in the great design. At a slightest
indication from Parbati her Bagua (lion) will
jump out of his hiding somewhere in these
rocks and rush towards her to give her a ride.
At Baguabasa, it is only rocks and snow! If you
try hard, at a few difficult angles, you may get
glimpses of the Bugiyals that you have already
crossed through! At the core of your heart you
will notice, at least for the time being, that the
call of the mountains ahead is stronger than
the beautiful Bugiyals at your back! Is it that,
ages ago, the Panchapandab along with
Draupadi followed such a trail (the
Mahaprosthaner Path) to reach their destiny!

Even during April, May you wont be able
to stop at Baguabasa for a night-halt. The
whole region will be under a 20 ft thick layer
of snow! You would have stopped at Patar-
Nachunia for the night and start for Roopkund
on the next day early in the morning! It would
have been as early as 3 am in the morning,
much before the sun rises in the mountains.
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Since snow would have levelled the trail and
the mountain, it would have looked like a sea
of snow! At the begining of July things are
magically different! At 5 am when you start you
no more need to carry a torch or ropes to bind
yourself with your amanda (partner in Garwali)
and guide. Immediately after you have started
from Baguabasa, the Nandaghunti will steal
your attention with its bright snow-coverd
grandeur!

For last couple of days you have been
hearing that all these places with their rivers,
fountains, forest, meadows and mountain
peaks are guarded by the holy blessings of
Lord Shiva and Devi Parbati. Now, while
climbing up the trial with the Nandaghunti
blocking your front view, you cannot be
blamed if it comes to your mind that actually
you have been summoned by Devi Parvati
waiting somewhere there and her affectionate
eyes are watching you to ensure your safety.
A sudden perception of wisdom may overhelm
you! For thousands of years millions of
pilgrims and sages had walked along such
difficult  routes without any “civilized
protections” against extreme weathers and
diseases, most likely they were not as helpless
as it appears to us! The happiness in being
able to respond to a divine call might be a
greater insurance for them! Your guide must
have repeatedly warned you today that in this
route it is the confidence that matters! You
might have hidden your smile and gave him
patient hearing with a serious face! It has been
years when you have learnt that he or she who
does not have any stake is the strongest in
terms of confidence! Many a times you have
jokingly quoted from Asterix that “the sky
never falls!” However, body may not always
keep it up with the aspirations of the soul.
Ahead of you is the last 2 km snow-covered
trail. You know that you will reach Roopkund
in at most two more hourou will stay there for
half an hour or so before coming down. You
also know that what you will see there is
nothing new to you. In the websites you have
already seen the photographs Still you have to
go there. Otherwise your guide will doubt your
integrity. You have to maintain that till the end.
Carry on!
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Fear is the main source of superstition, and one of the main sources
of cruelty. To conquer fear is the beginning of wisdom.

—B. Russell

There is only one good, knowledge, and one evil, ignorance.
—Socrates
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A collative effort (cut & paste?) to depict the nature
of Neo-liberalism
A. M.

“The advance of capitalist production
develops a working class, which by
education, tradition, habit, looks upon the
conditions of that mode of production as
self-evident laws of Nature. The
organisation of the capitalist process of
production, once fully developed, breaks
down all resistance.”- Capital, Vol.-l,

Chapter 28 pp 516.
The above quote clearly indicates the
evolutionary capability of Capital

to perpetuate its s L o
very existence & 1 He Crreatest Cartoon Ever!

SO as

in the social world we inhabit. If successful,
this conceptual apparatus becomes so
embedded in common sense as to be taken
for granted and not open to question. The
founding figures of neoliberal thought took
political ideals of human dignity and individual
freedom as fundamental, as ‘the central
values of civilization’. In so doing they chose
wisely, for these are indeed compelling and
seductive ideals. These values, they held,
were threatened not only by fascism,
dictatorships etc,
but by all forms of

growth. In order to
further deepening
of its roots the
Capital finds a
way out to philo-
sophise the nurt-
uring of the con-
cept of Capital and

Lenni o ‘i Tk ul'-llml'-ﬂr} r-l-l;;_-'-':;u;--jl

state intervention
that  substituted
collective judge-
ments for those of
individuals free to
choose.
According to
theory, the neo-

to make it more
natural, mystifies
it in the form of
neoliberalism!
First of all, let
us look into the
picture (we took it
from one of the
articles by David
Harvey) which
defines the funda-
mental of Capitalism.
The underlying
principle of Neo-
liberalism lies in
the fact that any

liberal state should
favour strong indi-
vidual private
property rights, the
rule of law, and the
institutions of
freely functioning
markets and free
trade. These are
the institutional
arrangements
considered
essential to en-
sure  guarantee
individual free-
doms. The legal

way of thought to
become domi-nant, a conceptual apparatus
has to be advanced those appeals to our
intuitions and instincts, to our values and our
desires, as well as to the possibilities inherent

framework is that
of freely nego-tiated contractual obligations

bet-ween juridical individuals in the
marketplace. The sanctity of contracts and the
individual right to freedom of action,
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expression, and choice must be protected. The
state must therefore use its monopoly of the
means of violence to preserve these freedoms
at all costs. By extension, the freedom of
businesses and corporations (legally regarded
as individuals) to operate within this
institutional framework of free markets and
free trade is regarded as a fundamental good.
Private enterprise and entrepreneurial initiative
are seen as the keys to innovation and wealth
creation. Intellectual property rights are
protected (for example through patents) so as
to encourage technological changes.
Continuous increases in productivity should
then deliver higher living standards to
everyone. Under the assumption that ‘A rising
tide lifts all boats’, or of ‘trickle down’,
neoliberal theory holds that, the elimination of
poverty (both domestically and worldwide) can
best be secured through free markets and free
trade.

Neoliberals are particularly diligent in
seeking the privatization of assets. The
absence of clear private property rights—as in
many developing countries—is seen as one of
the greatest of all institutional barriers to
economic development and the improvement
of human welfare. Enclosure and the
assignment of private property rights are
considered the best way to protect against the
so-called ‘tragedy of the commons’ (the
tendency for individuals to irresponsibly super-
exploit common property resources such as
land and water). Sectors formerly run or
regulated by the state must be turned over to
the private sphere and be deregulated (freed
from any state interference). Competition—
between individuals, between firms, between
territorial entities (cities, regions, nations,
regional groupings)—is held to be a primary
virtue. The ground-rules for market
competition must be properly observed, of
course. In situations where such rules are not
clearly laid out or where property rights are
hard to define, the state must use its power
to impose or invent market systems (such as
trading in pollution rights). Privatization and

deregulation combined with competition, it is
claimed, eliminate bureaucratic red tape,
increase efficiency and productivity, improve
quality, and reduce costs, both directly to the
consumer through cheaper commodities and
services and indirectly through reduction of the
tax burden.

The neoliberal state should persistently
seek out internal reorganizations and new
institutional arrangements that improve its
competitive position as an entity vis-a-vis other
states in the global market.

Concepts of dignity and individual freedom
are powerful and appealing in their own right.
Such ideals empowered the dissident
movements in Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union before the end of the Cold War as well
as the students in Tiananmen Square.

Most importantly, we need to reclaim the
idea of freedom. We have to reject the
neoliberal version of freedom as market
deregulation, which is really just license for the
rich to accumulate and exploit, and license for
the few to gain at the expense of the many.
We have to assert that thoughtful regulation
can in fact promote freedom, if by freedom we
mean freedom from poverty and want,
freedom to have the basic human dignity
afforded by good education, housing, and
healthcare, and freedom to earn a decent
living wage from a hard day’s work. Instead of
accepting that freedom means unhinging the
economy from the constraints of democratic
society, we need to assert that true freedom
entails harnessing the economy to help us
achieve specific social goods that are
democratically arrived at and collectively
ratified.

It wouldn't be out of context to mention that
the first experiment with neoliberal state
formation, it is worth recalling, occurred in
Chile after Pinochet's coup on the ‘little
September 11th’ of 1973 (almost thirty years
to the day before Bremer’s announcement of
the regime to be installed in Iraq). The coup,
against the democratically elected
government of Salvador Allende, was
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promoted by domestic business elites
threatened by Allende’s drive towards
socialism. It was backed by US corporations,
the CIA, and US Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger. It violently repressed all the social
movements and political organizations of the
left and dismantled all forms of popular
organization (such as the community health
centres in poorer neighbourhoods). The labour
market was ‘freed’ from regulatory or
institutional restraints (trade union power, for
example). The subsequent Chilean
experiment with neoliberalism demonstrated
that the Dbenefits of revived capital
accumulation were highly skewed under
forced privatization. The country and its ruling
elites, along with foreign investors, did
extremely well in the early stages. But how
was the stalled economy to be revived? The
policies of import substitution (fostering
national industries by subsidies or tariff
protections) that had dominated Latin
American attempts at economic development
had fallen into disrepute, particularly in Chile,
where they had never worked that well. With
the whole world in economic recession, a new
approach was called for. The coup in Chile and
the military takeover in Argentina, promoted
internally by the upper classes with US
support, provided one kind of solution.
Redistributive effects and increasing social
inequality have in fact been such a persistent
feature of neo-liberalization as to be regarded
as structural to the whole project.

We can, interpret neo-liberalization either
as a utopian project to realize a theoretical
design for the reorganization of international
capitalism or as a political project to re-
establish the conditions for capital
accumulation and to restore the power of
economic elites. In what follows | shall argue
that the second of these objectives has in
practice dominated. Neo-liberalization has not
been very effective in revitalizing global capital
accumulation, but it has succeeded remark-
ably well in restoring, or in some instances (as
in Russia and China) creating, the power of an
economic elite.

Some effects that we see:-

Small, medium, even some higger
enterprises are pushed out of the market,
forced to fold or swallowed by transnational
corporations because their performances are
“below average” in comparison to speculation
— rather: spookulation — wins. The public
sector, which has historically been defined as
a sector of not-for-profit economy and
administration, is “slimmed” and its “profitable”
parts (“gems”) handed to corporations
(“privatized”). As a consequence, social
services that are necessary for our existence
disappear. Small and medium private
businesses — which, until recently, employed
80% of the workforce and provided “normal
working conditions” — are affected by these
developments as well. The alleged correlation
between economic growth and secure
employment is false. Where economic growth
only means the fusion of businesses, jobs are
lost. Neoliberal policy shift in privileging the
market over the state has increased the hiatus
between the two major goals of the Indian
constitution, i.e. democracy and social justice.
Indeed, our foregoing discussion has shown
that even the goal of democracy is given a
short shift in practice. This is fraught with
serious implications and consequences for the
stability and survival of the Indian polity.

If there are any new jobs, most are
“precarious”, meaning that they are only
available temporarily and badly paid. One job
is usually not enough to make a living
(Ehrenreich 2001). This means that the
working conditions in the North become akin
to those in the South and the working
conditions of men akin to those of women —
a trend diametrically opposed to what we have
always been told. Corporations now leave for
the South (or East) to use cheap - and
particularly female — labour without “union
affiliation”. This has already been happening
since the 1970s in the “Free Production
Zones” (FPZs, “world market factories” or
“maquiladoras”), where most of the world’s
computer chips, sneakers, clothes and
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electronic goods are produced (Frobel/Hein
Richs/Kreye 1977). The FPZs lie in areas
where century-old colonial-capitalist and
authoritarian-patriarchal conditions guarantee
the availability of the cheap labour needed
(Bennholdt-Thomsen / Mies / Werlhof 1988).
The recent shift of business opportunities from
consumer goods to armaments is a parti-
cularly troubling development (Chossudovsky
2003).

It is not only commodity production that is
“outsourced” and located in the FPZs, but
service industries as well. This is a result of
the so-called “Third Industrial Revolution”,
meaning the development of new information
and communication technologies. Many jobs
have disappeared entirely due to compu-
terization, also in administrative fields (Frobel
et al. 1977). The combination of the principles
of “high tech” and “low wage”/’no wage”
(always denied by “progress” enthusiasts)
guarantees a “comparative cost advantage” in
foreign trade. This will eventually lead to
“Chinese salaries” in the West. A potential loss
of Western consumers is not seen as a threat.
A corporate economy does not care whether
consumers are European, Chinese or Indian.

The means of production become
concentrated in fewer and fewer hands,
especially since finance capital — rendered
precarious itself — controls asset value ever
more aggressively. New forms of private
property are created, not least through the
“clearance” of public property and the
transformation of formerly public and small-
scale private services and industries to a
corporate business sector. This concerns
primarily fields that have long been (at least
partly) excluded from the logics of profit — e.g.
education, health, energy, or water supply/
disposal. New forms of so-called “enclosures”
emerge from today’s total commercialization
of formerly small-scale private or public
industries and services, of the “commons”,
and of natural resources like oceans, rain
forests, regions of genetic diversity or
geopolitical interest (e.g. potential pipeline

routes), etc. (Isla 2005). As far as the new
virtual spaces and communication networks
go, we are witnessing frantic efforts to bring
these under private control as well.

All these new forms of private property are
essentially created by (more or less) predatory
forms of appropriation. In this sense, they are
a modified continuation of the history of so-
called “original accumulation”, which has
expanded globally following to the motto:
“Growth through expropriation!”

Most people have less and less access to
the means of production, and so the
dependence on scarce and underpaid work
increases. The destruction of the welfare state
also destroys the notion that individuals can
rely on the community to provide for them in
times of need. Our existence relies exclusively
on private, i.e. expensive, services that are
often of much worse quality and much less
reliable than public services. (It is a myth that
the private always outdoes the public.) What
we are experiencing is undersupply formerly
only known by the colonial South. The old
claim that the South will eventually develop
into the North is proven wrong. It is the North
that increasingly develops into the South. We
are witnessing the latest form of
“development”. namely, a world system of
underdevelopment (Frank 1969).

Development and underdevelopment go
hand in hand (Mies 2005). This might even
dawn on “development aid” workers soon.

It is usually women who are called upon to
counterbalance underdevelopment through
increased work (“service provisions”) in the
household. As a result, the workload and
underpay of women takes on horrendous
dimensions: they do unpaid work inside their
homes and poorly paid “housewife-zed” work
outside (Bennholdt-Thomsen et al. 1988). Yet,
commercialization does not stop in front of the
home’'s doors either. Even housework
becomes commercially co-opted (“new maid
qguestion”), with hardly any financial benefits
for the women who do the work (Werlhof
2004).
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Not least because of this, women are
increasingly coerced into prostitution (Isla
2003, 2005), one of today’'s biggest global
industries. This illustrates two things: a) how
little the “emancipation” of women actually
leads to “equal terms” with men; and b) that
“capitalist development” does not imply
increased “freedom” in wage labour relations,
as the Left has claimed for a long time
(Wallenstein 1979). If the latter was the case,
then neoliberalism would mean the voluntary
end of capitalism once it reaches its furthest
extension. This, however, does not appear
likely.

Today, hundreds of millions of quasi-
slaves, more than ever before, exist in the
“world system” (Bales 2001). The authoritarian
model of the “Free Production Zones” is
conquering the East and threatening the
North. The redistribution of wealth runs ever
more — and with ever accelerated speed —
from the bottom to the top. The gap between
the rich and the poor has never been wider.
The middle classes disappear. This is the
situation we are facing.

It becomes obvious that neoliberalism
marks not the end of colonialism but, to the
contrary, the colonization of the North. This
new “colonization of the world” (Mies 2005),
points back to the beginnings of the “modern
world system” in the “long 16th century”
(Wallenstein 1979, Frank 2005, Mies 1986),
when the conquering of the Americas, their
exploitation and colonial transformation
allowed for the rise and “development” of
Europe. The so-called “children’s diseases” of
modernity keep on haunting it, even in old age.
They are, in fact, the main feature of
modernity’s latest stage. They are expanding
instead of disappearing. Where there is no
South, there is no North; where there is no
periphery, there is no centre; where there is no
colony, there is no — in any case no “Western”
— civilization.

Raymond Plant in his important theoretical
contribution to the debate on neoliberalism
has aptly argued that without loyalty to and

trust in it, the neoliberal order, for that matter
any politico-economic order, cannot sustain by
itself. He goes on to say that a basic
precondition for trust and loyalty are a high
degree of democratic equality in society and
a good deal of scope for democratic decision
making in the government. Plant persuasively
argues that “the neo-liberal has rather limited
views about both the scope of democracy and
the scope of equality”. F. A. Hayek’s belief that
so long as the neoliberal order maintains
material prosperity, the moral questions about
popular trust and loyalty in capitalism are held
at bay. However, as Plant aptly observes with
most recent problems in global capitalism in
view, there is nothing in the capitalist system
to ensure continued growth without recession.
And a recession may quickly erode the
“vertical” popular trust in the system as well as
the “horizontal” corporate trust among firms
and individuals. Without there being the state
to deflect the costs of recession from falling
on the people or the weaker firms in the
interest of social justice, the system may in
fact plunge into deeper crisis. “So material
prosperity”, concludes Plant, “cannot in fact be
the ultimate guarantor of the popular
legitimacy of the free market system. There
has to be a source of trust and loyalty outside
of that and neo-liberal thinkers have, | believe,
to accept that the sources of trust and loyalty
have to be found outside the market”.

Most of the literature on the developmental
state indicates that, during times when the
state was most actively involved in
development, their political regimes were
relatively non-democratic. This has not been
the case with India. Since independence from
colonial rule, India has been a democracy, and
state intervention in the economy has not
involved deprivation of democratic rights. The
state functions in collaboration with the
society. One must understand the state as a
political project in a continual process of
formation; deformation and reformation (cf.
Painter 2000). One has also to comprehend
that Indian state as fragmented rather than

HE | vy



monolithic, actively engaged with society, with
no sharp demarcation between the two, and
with social, political and economic changes
forged on the basis of state-society coalitions
(as per Gramsci 1971: 160, 261; Alvarez 1997;
Bosco 1998; Young 2000; et all). The same
was aptly narrated by the famous poet Atul
Prasad Sen: - ‘SiI SO>I, qN T, T4l w70,
The nature of state-society coalitions in a
democratic country, however, differs from
those in non-democratic countries. Unlike the
situation in a non-democratic political regime,
where state-society coalitions reflect the
relatively stable class or clan power of those
controlling the means of production, in India,
such coalitions are seen to be an amorphous,
and in a state of fluidity; they constantly form
and re-form based on principles that include
the universal adult franchise, in addition to
factors like class, caste, ethnicity, and so on.
Itis in this context of intra-class and inter-class
and caste contestation that India’s economic
policy transformations have to be understood.
In a situation where the vast majority of the
population remains very poor, the state
continues to function in collaboration with the
society, and the elite continues to exercise
power over the government.
Pre-neoliberalism, the Indian state
remained focused on producing balanced
economic growth, primarily invested in rural
development, and also public utility and
industry. Major focus on agricultural reforms

and assistance, and associated utility
services; helped India tide over chronic
hunger, starvation and famine that had

become common during the British rule. Even
though rural elites benefited
disproportionately, yet, policies were geared to
address the concerns of the majority of the
population who lived in rural India or migrated
to cities in search of jobs in the publicly owned
manufacturing industry.

But neoliberalism has been naturally
accompanied by a disproportionate rise in the

political and economic power of the urban elite
— disproportionate, because the urban elite
constitute the numerical minority, yet,
neoliberal policies benefits only this small
segment of the Indian society and neglects the
poor, vast majority of whom continue to live in
villages, and the remaining live in the slums
of the cities.
Much has been written about the rising wealth
and prosperity of Indians. All kinds of clichés
are in use, devised by the likes of Thomas
Friedman. But just how rich are the Indians
today? What is the distribution of wealth in
India among its 1.2 billion citizens? What is
considered rich? What is the income range of
middle class households? Here are some
statistics from a recent survey that was written
up in “Open” Magazine.

e “Rich” households $35,000+ per year:
1.3% (16 million people)

e “Middle class” households: $8,000 to
$35,000 per year: 13% (160 million)

e “Aspiring middle-class” households :
$3,500 to $8,000 per year: 30% (359 million)

e “Deprived” households

Below $3,500 per year: 57% (684 million)

We wish there had been another category
of “Severely deprived” households comprising,
say, the bottom 300 million people. We can bet
that the household income there is below $800
per year (~$2/day).

About 170,000 people, or 0.01%, have a
net-worth over $1 million. Of these, 25 are
dollar billionaires.
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But neither the elite, nor the poor, are
monolithic groups. The elite section of the
society has fractured along the lines of the
industry and economy they control or benefit
from, in addition to the region in India from
which they principally operate. Further, one’s
class position within the Indian society, to a
large extent, intersects with one’s caste
position. And higher castes in India have had
greater access to education and wealth and
they have benefited most from India’s New
Economic Policy. This has ramifications for the
nature of economic change, as state-society
collaboration continuously undergoes
formation, deformation and reformation.

This is evident in how “a new breed of
entrepreneurs,” represented by the Con-
federation of Indian Industries, matured
through the mid and late 1970s and the 1980s
to occupy position of prominence in the 1990s
— in terms of influence on the state, they
surpassed the traditional industrial bour-
geoisie, the TATA(s) and the BIRLA(S). This is
also evident in how the urban class and caste
elite were able to reassert class and caste
power, which had started declining after India
gained independence and began affirmative
action/program to ensure social justice. Even

under the constitutional rhetoric of socialism,
the class and caste elite continued to have
access to superior education in the English
Language and get better jobs in public
institutions.

When India started neo-liberalising, the
Indian elites were in a position to usurp the
advantages accruing out of international
technological collaborations, profits and
expansion of employment opportunities in the
corporate sector (requiring human-resource
conversant in the English language).
Reassertion of class and caste power through
neoliberalism has been fundamental to the
New Economic Policy’s continuance in India.
The growth of private industries and
corporations has led to the creation of ‘secure’
spaces for the elite where any discussion or
actions to ensure social justice or affirmative
action have been shunned.

An example of de-mystification is
elaborated below:-

The government of India (GOI) embarked
on a path of neoliberal economic reforms
consisting of liberalization, privatization and
globalization (LPG) policies in 1991, in the
wake of what was diagnosed as a twin crisis-
the fiscal crunch and the balance of payments
crisis. It is now nearly a decade and a half
since the reforms were launched, and a stock-
taking would certainly be in order. It was
initially argued by the proponents of reforms
that LPG policies would replace the inefficient
sector with the efficient private sector, and that
with increasing openness of the economy,
competitive forces would promote not only
efficiency but also growth, leading over time,
to significant reduction in levels of poverty and
unemployment.

As the reforms process unfolded, there
was an increasing obsession with the fiscal
deficit, and a resulting steep decline in the
government's developmental expenditures,
especially in rural areas. Agriculture was
massively negatively impacted by the LPG
reforms during a period of global decline in
primary commaodity prices. By the end of the
1990s and the beginning of the present
decade, evidence emerged of a slowdown in
GDP growth while data from the national
sample surveys showed a steep decline in the
rate of growth of employment, especially in
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rural areas. Although official statistics, which
have been strongly contested, showed a
substantial decline in the proportion of rural
households below the abysmal official poverty
line, the evidence seems to point in a
somewhat different direction. LPG policies
appear to have rendered the vulnerable
sections of the population even more insecure
than earlier, and food security has been
eroded. The gender implications of the
reforms have also been a matter of concern.
Employment, rural livelihoods and sust-
ainability of the LPG process are key emerging
issues that need a fresh consideration.

If we track the policy perspective of
successive Governments in India after
independence and identify the alternatives
thrown up by the Lefts, we will find:-

The Left Front Government in West Bengal
was a manifestation of these alternative
policies in action within structural limitations.
The most glaring success was the land
reforms through which the agrarian crisis was
addressed. Despite initial backwardness and
stagnation in the seventies, West Bengal
recorded evident success in social indices
including infant mortality, maternal mortality
and education. “The fact that there was a
fundamental transformation in the nature of
India’s political economy with the coming of
the Left Front in 1977 cannot be denied. It
placed on the agenda - the last 2-3 years
notwithstanding - an alternative way to take
this country forward in the direction where we
will finally be able to mobilise the support for
its structural transformation....”

We also can recall the days of semi-fascist
terror in West Bengal in seventies and
commented, ‘Many friends in media chose not
to know or not to inform’. Left Front assumed
office in a terrible situation when the youths were
frustrated, education was in doldrums, and
democracy was in peril. Left Front Government
brought about a social security. Land reforms
not only did a distributive justice it actually
empowered the peasantry and contributed in
the growth of production. Those successes are
in danger under the new regime. Already more
than 100 farmers have committed suicide in
West Bengal. The Trinamool Congress-led
Government in West Bengal appears to have
set in motion an “agrarian counter-reform,” Any

attempt to reverse the land reforms in the state
will invite disasters.

The role of Left Front Government in
poverty reduction, decentralization of power
through panchayats and on top of everything
the defence of democracy were irrefutable.
The civil liberties and democratic rights of the
people were safeguarded under Left Front
Government. ‘The initial trends of the new
Government have sent ominous signals of
intolerance’.

‘Left Front leaders have soberly accepted
the defeat in the elections and have reacted
with patience but there should be serious
watch that the rights of people are not lost'.

We should sharply criticize those who talk
of so-called ‘misrule’ of 34 years. The ‘misrule’
was so that more than 60 per cent of land
distribution in the entire country took place in
West Bengal only. Left Front Government
ensured the minimum wages for the
agricultural workers, established three tier
panchayats and ensured democratic rights of
the working people including Government
employees. It was known to the Left parties
and their activists that no fundamental
transformation of the society would come
through a State Government. The aim was to
deliver for the people within the limitation.
Tremendous success was achieved though
there were mistakes. The task of the Lefts is
to overcome those mistakes and go forward
with Leftism.

One of the major tasks of the first Left Front
Government was to restore democracy. In
1977, just after the Left Front Government was
formed, the left leaders’ viz. Comrades Jyoti
Basu and Promode Dasgupta gave a call that
no political retaliation should be carried out.
The Government freed all political prisoners.
First Left Front Government fulfilled 28 tasks
of 36 issues declared in election manifesto.
Even on the eve of 16th Parliamentary
Election 2014, the lefts had come out with the
most comprehensive election manifesto.

So even though neoliberalism was thrust
on India by its ruling class in collaboration with
international floating or finance capital i.e. the
World Bank, the IMF etc, its continuance has
been ensured by a section of the class and
caste elite. In other words, the exogenous
power of the global governance institutions
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has worked in tandem with the interest of the
local elite to produce, what Gramsci calls
hegemony or the production of consent
through non-physically coercive means.
Because of this very existence of ‘non-
physically coercive means’, and because of
the Indian Left's seeming failure to mobilise
mass movements against the mystification
policy of the neo-liberalism, the situation today
remains so confusing!

As already being seen by the Indian people
that within 200 days of the new Government
was voted into power:-

e The Union Budget didn't inspire the
nation as such (except the big houses)!

e The democratic institutions all across the
country are put under deconstruction mode!

e Communal tension & clashes are in
increasring mode!

e Debate over Article 370
unnecessarily resurrected!

e Price of essential commodities going
beyond the reach of majority of people!

e Patronization of Hindutva in education
system!

e Transfer/sacking of Governors in a
discrete manner for narrow political gains!

e Tension mounting across border regions!

e There are unprecedented attempts for
draconian changes in labour laws!

e Aggressive disinvestment plans unveiled
for CPSEs!

e Uncontrolled privatisation of Bank &
Insurance sector!

e Attacks on marginalised rural population
in the form of purposefully shrinking the gamut
of coverage of the MNREGS!

e Proposal to abolish
Commission!

It wouldn’t be out of the way to revisit the
resolutions taken at Karachi Congress in
1931! The Karachi session became
memorable for its resolution on the
Fundamental Rights and the National
Economic Programs. Even though the
Congress had from its inception fought for the
economic interests, civil rights and political
liberties of the people, this was the first time
that the Congress defined what Swaraj would
mean for the masses. It also declared that in
order to end the exploitation of the masses,
political freedom must include the real

is being

planning

economic freedom for the starving millions.
Though we know that even after 67 years of
Independence none of the following were
totally achieved, the overwhelming appeal of
those universal demands can move the
masses even today:-

e Basic civil rights of freedom of speech,

e Freedom of Press,

e Freedom of assembly,

e Freedom of association,

e Equality before law Elections on the basis
of Universal Adult Franchise,

e Free and compulsory primary education,

e Substantial reduction in rent and taxes,

e Better conditions for workers including a
living wage, limited hours of work,

e Protection of women and peasants,

e Government ownership or control of key
industries, mines, and transport,

e Protection of Minorities.

We must also remember the words of EMS
Namboodiripad “One has to remember that
building of India on modern democratic
and secular lines requires an
uncompromising struggle against the
caste based Hindu society and its culture.
There is no question of secular democracy,
not to speak of socialism unless the very
citadel of India’s ‘age old’ civilization and
culture, the division of society into a
hierarchy of castes is broken. In other
words, the struggle for radical democracy
and socialism cannot be separated from
the struggle against caste society.”

Organized political activism or movement
is responsible for the degree of democracy we
have today, for universal adult suffrage, for
women’s rights, for trade unions, for civil
rights, for the freedoms we do enjoy. Even if
the notion of a post-capitalist society seems
unattainable, we know that human political
activity can make the world we live in vastly
more humane. As we get to that point, perhaps
we will again be able to think in terms of
building a political economy based on
principles of co-operation, equality, self-
government, and individual freedom.

We would like to welcome the initiatives
taken by the lefts to come together on a
common joint platform to fight the common
enemy of the mankind i.e. Neo-liberalism.

Epilogue:-

The choice is ours, the choice is yours.
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