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e Tribute to Dr K. Krishnagopal—R

It is with pride accompanied by a deep
sense of loss and sadness that | have
undertaken the responsibility of sharing the
brief but purpose-filled life of my husband
whom | lost in a tragic accident last year. Dr.
K. Krishnagopal, exemplary student, filial son,
steadfast friend, indulgent husband, doting
father, dedicated doctor, inspiring mentor, the
perfect complete gentleman...

While the trauma of this unexpected
tragedy is still fresh in our minds what
continues to inspire us is the way in which he
had always led his life by example based on
the principles of truth, sincerity and discipline
with a generous dose of compassion, warmth
and humour.

He always knew he wanted to become a
cardiac surgeon and steadily worked to
achieve his goal, qualifying at every stage
entirely through merit. His focus on his
professional ideals, especially with regard to
providing quality cardiac care to the masses
saw him shift from UK and Singapore to
Chennai and ultimately to Madurai, which is
easily accessible and affordable for the
multitude of rural folk living further down
South. Credit for his innate service-
mindedness goes to my parents-in-law, a
humble and dedicated doctor couple who
chose to set up their medical practice in Theni,
a rural town rather than a city, so as to better
meet the medical needs of the vast population
in the surrounding villages.

Ever the dynamic go-getter, Dr
Krishnagopal's innovative spirit manifested
itself through the various programs and ideas
initiated by him, always with the aim of
benefiting his patients. He became known as
“the magician”, as he was affectionately
known by some of his patients, for his ability
to undertake critical and complicated
surgeries successfully. As demonstrated in the
case of the 6 year old child with Kawasaki
disease who underwent quadruple bypass
surgery, making him the youngest patient in
India to have undergone this complex
procedure.

. Jeyapriya w/o K. Krishnagopal

Y

KG, as he was popularly known, was also
a committed teacher and mentor, often taking
classes for nurses and other paramedical
staff, training junior surgeons and inspiring
many young doctors to undertake this precise
and strenuous specialty.

26th December 2009 is a day forever
etched in our memory as one filled with
intense shock and sorrow. A sudden phone
call drastically changed the course of our lives
and saw us rushing to the ICU at Vadamalayan
Heart Foundation in Madurai to see the still
and heavily bandaged form of my husband.
This was in direct contrast to the happy and
vibrant person who was meant to receive us
the next morning to embark on our Christmas
holidays. Having sustained grievous injuries to
his skull, my husband lay in his ICU, admitted
as the 401st patient, following 400 patients
whom he has successfully operated and
discharged.

Despite battling for his life over the next few
days, surrounded by the best medical
attention available, managed 24/7 by his
friends, colleagues, professors and his
dedicated staff, he irrevocably slipped into a
state of brain death. After fighting disbelief and
overcoming denial at the horrific truth, it
became clear what had to be done. There had
to be some purpose to the meaningless loss
of such a young and energetic person with so
much unfulfilled potential.

It was now in our hands to salvage the
situation and create a lingering tribute to the
memory of Dr Krishnagopal by offering the
most precious gift of all to another human
being — life and hope.

My husband and | had always discussed
our conviction on the merits of organ donation;
in fact both of us had filled in organ donation
cards at one point of time. Furthermore, my
husband was in the process of procuring
permission for his hospital to engage in organ
harvesting from donors, in order to start the
first heart transplant unit in South India,
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outside of Chennai. He already had a list of
recipients who were in desperate need of
heart transplants but were unable to afford the
cost of the operation in city centres. His dream
did come true, tragically at the cost of his own
life!

It is very difficult to conclude at any point
of time that nothing more can be done and
accept the inevitable... We had to overcome
our insecurities and give him back his dignity;
to release him from his irreversibly injured
earthly form and preserve our memory of him
as a vital, productive and gifted individual.
Once there was unanimous consent, it
became a time-bound challenge to set in
motion the sequence of events which had to
happen with clock-work precision.

Since he was not in a condition to be
shifted to a hospital which had permission for
organ harvesting, special clearance was
quickly sought from the relevant government
agencies to accelerate the original application
of approval for Vadamalayan Hospital to
harvest organs. This was not an easy task to
accomplish on the eve of New Year with many
officials having gone on leave. Once the
consent was summarily faxed across, organ
harvest teams who were on stand-by jumped
into action to determine the feasibility of the
organs to be harvested. The heart and kidneys
were found to be healthy and suitable, and
more importantly, with available recipients who
were determined to be compatible matches.

As perfectly as he handled others’ hearts,
so too was his own heart handled with all care
by his colleagues and surgical team, who
transferred it to a special double-walled sterile
ice-box. It was hand-carried to the waiting
plane, the very flight he had so often flown in
to come home to us.... Upon reaching
Chennai, the Tamil Nadu traffic police
arranged for a green corridor, enabling his
heart to reach the hospital in record time.
When the clock struck 12 that night, heralding
a New Year, his heart was beating strong,
infusing fresh blood and enabling the recipient
to look forward to a new lease of life.

P

In other countries with more developed
organ donation programs, confidentiality is
strictly maintained and the donor families do
not know the identity of the recipients. We are
yet to enforce and maintain such protocols —
thus | do know in whom and where my
husband’s heart beats and I'm glad to note
that he is doing well and is receiving financial
assistance for the expensive immune-
suppressant medication which is so crucial in
the first year, post-transplant, to avoid
rejection of the donated organ. My message
to him is to value and utilize this second
chance, to create a more meaningful life for
himself and for those around him.

Even after my husband'’s physical absence
he has left the powerful message of organ
donation by which he touched the lives of 3
critically ill patients who received a fresh lease
of life from his heart and kidneys. Memories
of his life continue to teach us and his
enduring lesson to one and all is clear: ‘Be the
change you want to see’, a maxim of
Gandhiji  which he embraced and
demonstrated throughout his brief yet
exemplary life.

| feel proud to have been given the
opportunity to demonstrate his ideals of
selfless service to humanity through the
gesture of donating his organs. There could
have been no other fitting tribute to a doctor
and humanitarian than to extend his life’'s
philosophy, even beyond his passing these
earthly boundaries.

What are the different reservations and
apprehensions that the donor family faces in
the absence of previous discussions and
informed consent?

Moral, ethical, social and religious
objections are to be expected. Each overlaps
the other with the basic question being “Is it
right?” for the departed soul. Once the spark
of life ends, what is this body but an empty
shell, why should we attach sentiment to a
body which can no longer move, feel, think
and respond? But think about this....If the eyes
could see again, if the heart could beat again,
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if the various organs could function usefully,
each helping so many to improve their lives in
turn, can there be a greater tribute than this
to keep our loved ones alive and their memory
valued? Can there be a higher salvation than
to offer a new lease of life to a stranger with
no expectation in return? Is there a higher
purpose to burning or burying our mortal
remains when the same healthy organs can
extend a life which may potentially be another

Dr Abdul Kalam, a Mother Teresa, a Mahatma
Gandhi or a Rabindranath Tagore?

Like a powerful supernova which flashes its
brilliance just for a second, Dr Krishnagopal's
life illuminated everyone’s around him. Let us
keep that flame burning by committing to and
advocating organ donation and spread the
awareness of its benefits. It is the final selfless
act which every person is capable of... the
choice is yours alone.

Dr. K. KRISHNAGOPAL

The perfect gentleman
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a1 5IFAICe Tafe S Criteria 209 2I1C3 =1 | ©lF
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‘Hard Skill' @3 SICS1 @Bt (it fiTe g0 Fesest
I TG @RIT | ‘Soft Skill' fafes wfears
QITE @RI |

(T34 o) Common Sense ) Responsibility
e) Optimism e) Motivation e) Dedication
towards perfection e) Integrity e) Time
management. SIIF ‘Soft Skill' Fwice frwafee
Alie  wwel A OIS @RI e)
Leadership e) Communication e) Good
Manners o) Empathy.

SIECE Q4 2l (0! (@ Sl Hard Skill <1t
Soft Skill?

‘Qualification’ <l ‘Experience’ @3 3[Cel
Hard Skill €&« Interview (20 AR FHCTS,
Interview ¢S ICeTl 1 fF<A1 BIFAI! 2N &y Soft
Skill @3 Toiw vl AP AT |

AlgFee @ @l Professional @3 &= 601
Soft Skill 2CTer | SR LTSIF G A G
Soft Skill 21 ATGe Career-« Tafs T4 Ty T©
(@R 78T Soft Skill SITg F! ACAEH |

@2 60 Soft Skill zo1 forama—

1) Mathematics 2) Courtesy 3) Safety
4) Grammer 5) Reliability 6) Flexibility 7) Eye
Contact 8) Adaptability 9) Good attitude
10) Team Effect 11) Cooperation 12) Rule
following 13) Self directability 14) Writing Skills
15) Good Reference 16) Advanced Thinking
17) Driving 18) Dependability 19) Critically
Thinking Skill 20) Personal Integrity 21) Sensible
22) Willingness to learn 23) Motivational Skill
24) Attitude towards drug 25) Personal
Chemistry 26) Personal Energy 27) Self-
supervising 28) Self Critic 29) Ability to measure
30) Personal Integrity 31) Good work experience
/history 32) Lave towards Education
33) Interpersonal Skill 34) Positive Work Ethic
35) Punctuality 36) Reporting 37) Ability to follow
Instruction 38) Accountability 39) Data sheet fill-
up ability 40) Reading and comprehension
41) Basic spelling and grammer 42) Willing to
Improve 43) Appearance 44) Use of Rulers and
Calculators 45) Knowledge of Fraction
46) Reading Tenacity 47) Nagging for

Y

Completion 48) Meeting the Target 49) Basic
Manufacturing Skills 50) Business knowledge
51) Commitment to Continuous upgradation
52) Behaviour towards others 53) Documen-
tation 54) Expectability 55) Working beyond the
scheduled duty 56) Relation with co-worker
57) Tenacity to work for long hours 58) Love
towards company 59) Knowledge about outer

world 60) Memory.
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Presentation Skill 3@ <=9 &=y b7 Point

T NG AT PG ¢
* How nervous energy can be harnessed
* How to use the existing strength
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How to use effective body language
How to follow Do’s and Not Do’s

Two way communication

Involving the audience

How to be entertained and stimulated
How to Create Effective Support Material

‘Leadership Skill—sia «351 wifs  wzwgsjef
Soft Skill | ==l a7 ‘LEADER’ 42 *fs (M4 Gt
251 alphabet @itz | 717 &l @ @3 s wzrgsjef
Leadership Quality.

(1) ‘L'—Listening—«asG Team <@g Leader
@F (SIF T Critically (<1I9E wFel A Sfoe |

(2) ‘E'—Expressing—ftets  fSwcel
Express ok 9te1 @l [5al @RIGAI @Fecaa
Leader 2€3F fIeld SIww0] FS A |

(3) ‘A—Assessing—<Ts, AwTS! el
TR 9 G Leaderdad S G0 [oeE @ |

(4) ‘D'—Discussing—a36! Team-93 I}
AP A RCHICA eyl f[6<al e discuss
A Wl |

(5) ‘E—Empowering—e(aiets fiea et
(SIS ACH AT FA|

* % * X * X

(6) ‘R—Respond—3iiel e wiF Sub-
ordinate, Junior f&%3l follower(a TG Gl
mel |

QU FACHET @ M-adire Gk [ aFetad
‘Soft Skill' ATITS A2

« G gATHRR S I I a1 o ez | o
4 9% GG WiF Professional (g eitell g
FACO B, O FICR ‘Soft-Skill Training’ =l [«
@I Toflm B

@2 Training 2TAG S SN aiore !
JIFT @3 @R Training @9 (@I 98 (+3 |
El G G AT ST GReiceR dfol A,
afefs PP 9 Gices oa Soft Skill (<t |
S F S TR AT S S FACAL, A
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Professional &{G ba7d #T2 T4 (T TG
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e Economic Significance of the Indian Diaspora*—Prasun Ray

The Indian Diaspora is a 20 million strong
community and is spread across all the
continents of the world. The Indian Diaspora
has a huge purchasing power, estimated at
around $300 billion and can, therefore, play an
influential role in enhancing investment,
accelerating industrial development and
boosting India’s international trade and
tourism  efforts. With  the  constant
improvements in global communications and
technology, India can hope to engage its
diaspora to play an increasingly significant role
in accelerating global economic growth for
mutual benefit.

The celebration of the First Pravasi

Bharatiya Divas in 2003 in this respect was a
historic occasion which marked the beginning
of a new chapter between India and the
Indians abroad. This was an effort by the
Indian government to win the help of overseas
Indians to build economic future of India.
Although the global Indians are being noticed
and recognized in every corner of the world for
their success, there exists a gap between the
Global Indian Society and India. Only recently,
strong efforts are being made to build bridges
between the Indian diaspora and their native
land.

It has been widely reported that the Non
Resident Indians could help India to catapult

* Diaspora—Migration of a group of people having same national and ethnic identity, away from an

established homeland.
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it into a higher growth thus overtaking China
in future. These reports are neither misguided
nor confusing; it is based on the factual
economic figures and emotional determination
of the Indian Diaspora to take India to a new
height. With appropriate conditions, the Indian
Diaspora can provide India the necessary
capital flows for sustained and rapid economic
development to override many developed
countries.

Since the economic reforms began in
1991, there has been structural change in
India which is allowing it to grow at a healthy
pace. When India faced its worst balance of
payments crisis in the early nineties, its foreign
exchange reserves were dwindling and it was
coming perilously close to defaulting on
meeting its international payments obligation,
India turned to its “National Reserve Indians”
and it was NRI deposits that helped India to
come out of this crisis. In India’s 55 years of
history this was the first imprint of the
important role the Indian Diaspora could play
in building Indian economy.

The Diasporic community may influence
India’s economic development mainly in three
broad ways. These are :-

e Establishment of a Knowledge

Economy

e Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)

e Remittances

Establishment of a Knowledge Economy

Let us first focus on the achievements of
the Indian migrants in the field of information
technology. There are over 300,000 People of
Indian Origin (P10s) working in the Information
Technology sector in the US (2004 figures).
Although this number represents only three
percent of the total IT workforce in the US, a
substantial number of them are executives in
mid and large-sized companies and at least 15
percent IT start-ups have been created by
them. As in 2004, there were between 650 to
700 companies in Silicon Valley that were
either partly or totally owned by Indian
migrants or had at least one Indian migrant in

O\

its executive management team. Out of the
18,250 emigrant IT professionals who entered
the UK in 2000, 11,474 were from India. If we
focus only on the US IT industry, Asian Indians
in the US may be the most successful
immigrant community in the US history. Of the
1.7 million-strong Indian Diaspora in the US,
200,000 people were millionaires and the
median annual income of Persons of Indian
Origin in the US (P1O-US) was USD 60,093,
which was substantially higher than the US
median income of USD 38,885.

Thus, it can be inferred that potentially, the
Indian diaspora could play a major role in the
development of the knowledge industry in
India. This in itself would be a major catalyst
in the economic growth of India, since it is
common knowledge that knowledge services
have been the major driver behind the
unprecedented economic growth in India seen
in the last decade.

The initial seeds were sown in early 1970s.
The initial driver for development of the
industry was a need for foreign exchange.
Coupled with that, the regressive trade
regulations restricted entry of advanced
hardware technology. So Indian entrepreneurs
had to take the ingenuous route of developing
hardware and software indigenously. Their
success led to India becoming a major player
in this field by the 1980s. India was the only
developing nation to have any significant
software exports — USD 12 million at the
beginning of early part of nineties of the last
century —a substantial leap over the 1979 level
of USD 4.4 million and 30 companies were
already beginning to export software. Main
competitive advantage for Indian companies
was obviously the cost and the ability to
communicate using the English language.

During this period, the role of Indian
Diaspora in the evolution of Indian IT industry
was limited to that of a patient mentor and
brand ambassador in most of the cases. They
coached and guided the Indian companies to
enable them in improving their quality and
performance standards.
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However, as we moved into the 90s, the
emergence of offshore outsourcing due to the
advent of the Y2K problem provided a major
opportunity for Indian players to leverage on
their strengths and emerge as an IT
superpower. Currently, India has moved way
beyond being a destination for low cost IT
services obtained through offshoring. It is now
the destination of choice for obtaining cutting
edge software technology and business
solutions. Thus its competitive advantage has
shfted from cost to that of thought and
technology leadership. The Indian diaspora
has played a significant role during this period.
The foremost contribution has been
investment. Entrepreneurs, venture capitalists
and senior Indian executives in global majors
have propelled investment in the Indian IT
industry. Non-profit associations such as SIPA
(Silicon Indian Professional Association) have
developed into a worldwide network of Indian
professionals which has had a substantial
influence on the Indian IT industry and
government policies towards it.

However, The Indian Diaspora can
potentially play a more significant role moving
forward. Apart from providing some of the
required capital (through investments), the
Indian Diaspora is increasingly expected to
play the following crucial roles in the gradual
emergence of India’s High-end knowledge
services sector:

e Facilitating the gradual evolution of IT
and ITES sector towards higher value-add,
knowledge intensive outsourcing through
mentoring and coaching the incumbent
offshore vendors. This will involve imparting
know-how of building knowledge intensive
service firms and relevant transfer of best
practices.

e  Pitching for the Indian industry without
giving a semblance of bias for their home
country over other low-wage destinations. Also,
their own brand equity as capable and
successful professionals will lend increasing
credibility to the might and ability of Indian firms,
thus increasing the equity of ‘Brand India’.

o8

e Leveraging the Indian network to
create win-win situations with other Diaspora
and other IT communities, e.g., the Chinese
Diaspora and the Chinese software and
hardware manufacturing communities (in
China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong).

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)

In India, the share of Diasporic FDI in total
FDI between 1991-2003 stands at around
4.18%. The Indian Diaspora has not come
forward as investors in the Indian economy in
the scale that was expected post-liberalization
in the early 1990’s. Diasporic FDI, especially in
comparison with China, has been very modest.
As India underwent economic liberalization,
making the economy more outward oriented,
diasporic FDI into India increased rapidly.
However, FDI never played as substantial a role
in India’s capital formation process as it did in
China. The table shown does an comparison
of FDI flow in India as against China.

There are quite a few reasons because of
which Diasporic FDI has not contributed as
much as it should have.

The professional expertise of a Diaspora is
very important factor in explaining the kind of
economic linkages that it would share with the
country of origin. A significant reason that
explains India's failure to tap Diasporic
investments may be attributed to the fact that
most  Indian  expatriates are either
professionals or traders (i.e. retailers,
wholesellers or other type of service providers)
and lack the learning process in managing
export oriented labor intensive manufacturing.

Another constraint faced by Indian
investors is the policy of reservation of several
products for small and medium enterprise.
This  effectively means that larger
entrepreneurs cannot produce these products.
Worse still, such reserved production lines
cannot be expanded and/or upgraded by
existing small-scale entrepreneurs through
additional investment in plant and machinery.
Given the definition of what is small-scale, only
those plants and production units that fit that
definition are allowed to produce these.
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Table 1 : Indian and Chinese FDI
INDIA CHINA
Year FDI FDI as % Gross FDI FDI as % Gross
million USD Capital Formation million USD Capital Formation

1982 72 0.2 430 0.6

1983 6 0.0 636 0.8

1984 19 0.0 1258 1.4

1985 106 0.2 1659 1.4

1986 118 0.2 1875 1.7

1987 212 0.2 2314 2.4

1988 91 0.4 3194 2.8

1989 252 0.2 3593 2.8

1990 162 0.1 3488 2.8

1991 74 0.5 4366 3.3

1992 277 1.0 11156 7.4

1993 550 1.3 27575 14.7

1994 973 2.3 33787 15.1

1995 2144 2.8 35849 12.5

1996 2426 2.0 40180 12.4

1997 3857 2.0 44237 12.9

1998 2635 2.6 43753 12.3

1999 2169 2.0 38753 10.9

2000 2315 2.1 38399 9.9

2001 3400 25 44240 10.4

2002 3900 2.9 46880 9.9

2003 2470 3.2 52740 10.1

Source: Global Develolpment Finance Indicators, World Bank

Thus, it can be inferred that the
Government is well placed to encourage
investments from the diaspora through the
instruments of policy. Current thought
leadership suggests the following policy
endeavours :

e Allow 100 % FDI in retail and Small
and Medium Enterprises (SME) : Currently
FDI in retail is allowed only in single brand
entities. FDI in SME'’s is limited to only 24%,
with any foreign investment above 24% being
subject to industrial license with a mandatory
export obligation of 50% of annual production
and the manufacturer losing small scale
status. Both  restrictions are  major
impediments to FDI, and specifically Diasporic
FDI. A large number of Indian entrepreneurs
in the US, UK and other parts of the developed

O

world are very successful retailers. Their
expertise and capital are being prevented from
being put to productive use in the Indian
economy. A viable retail chain network often
creates backward linkages with extremely
positive effects on growth of efficient supply
chain networks. Such networks in turn reduce
cost to market and induce scale economies in
several products that then become more
competitive in the global market

e Develop a Strategic Vision for FDI
with  focus on exports, technology,
geographic specialization, and
employment creation : The problem is that
India’s FDI policy does not have a focus. the
Indian FDI regime suffers because it is
passive (open to all, without any targeting) and
not strategic as in China. India’'s FDI policy
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should have prioritized investment in labor
intensive manufacturing, for acquisition of
technology and for the establishment of
international trading channels to facilitate
labour-intensive exports.

e Reduction in Transaction Costs,
Improvement  of Infrastructure and
Enabling Trade Facilitation: Transaction
costs of operating a business in India remain
prohibitive and infrastructure and logistical
support poor. Transaction costs arising out of
poor infrastructure, logistics and
administration affect SME’s and other smaller
players the most. As was pointed out, the
average diaspora investor is most likely to be
small scale and such investors will feel the
persistence of high transaction costs most
acutely. In order to attract FDI, India first must
become a competitive production base where
people would want to invest.

e Similar Treatment to International
and Domestic Entrepreneurship: India
should have a holistic investment policy that
creates an enabling mechanism for both
India’s domestic as well as international
investors and entrepreneurs, not single out
preferential treatment for any one set of
investors. To give preferential treatment to FDI
over domestic capital and the associated
entrepreneurial resources that go with it is to
restrict this factor of production from
contributing efficiently in the economy.

e Decentralization of Administration
Process: The Indian FDI policy process still
remains highly centralized in Delhi and that is
a major impediment in effective competition
between states and efficacy in administration
of FDI initiatives in many parts of India. This
needs to be rectified

e Drastically Reduce Overly
Bureaucratic FDI facilities: India’s
bureaucratic set-up maintains  several

investment and trade promotion bodies that
work at cross purposes. There is also a lack
of policy consistency. There needs to be a real
single conduit that draws from the sectoral
expertise of the different ministries, and more

oY

importantly the private sector. The Ministry of
Overseas Indian Affairs can play this role for
investment from the Indian diaspora and
collaborate with the Department of Industrial
Policy and Promotion, and the Foreign
Investment Promotion Board, that implement
foreign investment policy.

Remittances

India, the world’s largest remittance
recipient country, accounts for 73% of the flow
to South Asia. The United States and the
Middle East are the two most important
sources of remittances to India. The lowered
cost and increased competition of remittance
agents has increased the proportion of formal
remittances. Since 2001, the fees charged
have decreased because of greater
competition. The use of the Internet has also
made it easier to send remittances. In many
cases the post office has given way to banks
and now to online transfers for sending money
home. Workers’ remittances are almost three
per cent of India’'s GDP and have provided
considerable support to India’s balance of
payments. They have offset India’s
merchandise trade deficit to a large extent,
thereby keeping current account deficits
modest through the 1990s and posting modest
surpluses in 2001-02 and 2002-03. Moreover,
workers remittances have exhibited the lowest
volatility among all categories of current
receipts, after merchandise exports.

The role of remittances can be enhanced
using two levers : Maximizing remittances and
maximizing the impact of remittances.

The best tool to maximize remittances is to
have appropriate exchange rates and
economic policies, but ease of access and
cheaper money transfers can increase the
volume of remittances and the share that flows
through formal channels— governments can
more easily monitor official flows and can
sometimes  borrow  against  expected
remittances at lower-than-normal cost.

Most remittances are spent by recipients
on items needed for daily living. Since
remittances  often exceed what the
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breadwinner would have earned at home,
some portion is usually spent on other items,
including housing, education, health care etc.
There is a multiplier effect of remittance
spending, so that each $1 in remittance
spending can generate $2 to $3 in local
economic activity, meaning that non-migrants
can benefit indirectly from migration,

especially if remittances are spent on locally
produced goods.

Conclusion

India is fast emerging as a global economic
superpower. Indian Diaspora will have to play

a more involved role if India is to achieve this
vision. A key enabler of this will be government
policies. The Government needs to focus on
profitability of the diasporic commitments in
India, rather than appealing to patriotic
sensibilities of diasporic Indians. The Indian
Diaspora also needs to have a more strategic
and visionary mindset. The Indian Diaspora
located in various countries need to work
together in a collaborative manner and come
up with a long-term coherent roadmap to aid
India in achieving the economic stature it is
aspiring for.
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A Challenging Role

Souravi Chatterjee

Oh God! This year SAANKO’s annual
program of 31st October provided me with a
great challenge to deal with. On this auspicious
day, the reputed organization celebrated
Kabiguru’s 150th birth anniversary. The
organization members were pre-determined to
play his famous dance-drama ‘Shyama’ with me
as the Character of Bajrosen.

From the very day of getting this news | was
dumbstruck in tension. But there soon arose in
me an underlying happiness and determination
to perform the character and to do full justice
with it. Our director, Choreographer and the
Team Captain was Rishi Gupta who is an
accomplished dancer and he was to perform
the role of Uttio. The other team members were
Sampriti as ‘Shyama’, Sreyoshidi as ‘Kotal’, and
Aninditadi, Ria, Priyanka, and Madhuchanda as
the four ‘Sokhis’ of Shyama. Finally, all of us
enchanting the Almighty began our reharsal. My
Shyama is a student of class V while me is a
3rd year college student. The chemistry and the
synchronisation between us really stood as a
hectic job before us. The jodi of us was
somewhat like that of Amitabh and Jaya in
respect to height.

We got the maximum rebuke from Rishi
particularly during the song “Premero Joware’
because of the lack of coordination between
us. The other members like the Kotal and the
‘Sokhi’'s also underwent through a lot of ups
and downs. The disunity and the imperfection
of the four ‘Sokhis’ who were genuinely non-
dancers actually stood as our major
hindrance, in the drama. But all of them
through their dedication, time, enthusiasm and
hard work overcame the problem.

In this whole stage the main moral
supporters of us were our parents and
guardians without whom it would never have
been possible to enact the drama so
successfully with such a grandeur and
extravagance | couldn’'t remember one day
when the ‘Kakus' didn't give us evening
snacks after the rehearsal.

R

On the final rehearsal we were destined to
engage ourselves on a full day practice. After
the first half our lunch was served which
actually came from SAANKO. The lunch was
served by Ma and ‘Kakimas' with lavish
arrangements and we just grasped the Rumali
Roties and Chicken Kasa. We enjoyed the
delicious food by our watering mouth. After
having the lunch we had our second half of the
Rehearsal. The rehearsal on that particular
day also endorsed some hilarious moments
which we could never forget. While performing
with the ‘Khunti’ which became a substitute for
the kotal's sword, it slipped from her hand and
fell into the lap of a ‘Sokhi’, who was
mesmerisingly watching the act.

The toughest part for me was to enact the
climax scene where | was supposed to give
the expression of an assimilated hatred and
furiousness towards my beloved. | was to
retain that expression especially, in that part
where Bajrosen came to know about
Shyama’s immoral deed of provoking the
innocent ‘Uttio’ to surrender to the ‘Kotal’ by
taking up the blame of stealing wealth from
‘Rajkosh’ in order to save the ‘Banik Bajrosen’.

The favourite part of my role was the last
portion where Bajorsen surrenders himself to
God by declaring him as the ultimate guilty
who couldn’t forgive Shyama and demolished
the prevailing love among them.

After a long drawn rehearsal the program
approached and the final count down was
started. The show was a success and all of
us got a lumpsum amount of applause. The
song ‘Premero Joware’ was greeted with a
good appreciation, which made me feel that
my learning of dance was a well taken
decision of mine.

| felt quite honoured and proud to attach
myself with such a noble organisation
SAANKO and | wish to visualize myself as
performing any sort of nominal role in it if | ever
get any such opportunity in future. | will cherish
this incident for a long time.
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Durga Puja-the festival of the elites and
antisocials
Sunny Roy Choudhury

[ Egrey A Fwgol......

This sweet tune in the voice of our beloved
and respected Birendra Krishna Bhadra marks
the beginning of a new era of festival in the
monotonous life of the Bengalees—the Durga
Puja, the festival of the festivals. It was meant
for the get-together of the neighbours, friends
and relatives.

Earlier Durga Puja had a different flavour.
It was not celebrated with so much grandeur.
Idols of goddess Durga were made out of clay
and worshipped in every temple of every
locality. Neighbours of all classes assembled
there to make the festival a grand success.
Rather we can say there was no distinction
between the rich and the poor.

Nowadays, in the last few years, the
grandeur of celebration of Durga Puja has
enhanced very much. It has not remained only
as a festival, it has become a competition of
idols, pandals, decorations, arrangements and
many more. The traditions of the previous
days have disappeared.

Swamiji wanted that there should be no
class distinction after the independence of
India. But after 63 years of independence the
naked picture of our country is revealed in
front of the whole world.

Most of the people in our country are
fanatics. So the cheats of the society collect

8«

money in the name of religion and people of
the society are so literally immoral that they
are providing them with unnecessary huge
amounts of money. This huge wastage of
money creates a wall between the rich and the
poor.

Our society has reached the lowest stage
of culture. The antisocial loafer boys in their
teens disturb the society by cracking fire
crackers and noisy bombs. But they do not
think about the society where there may be a
patient suffering from heart disease; where
there may be a student studying for board
exams like Madhyamik, Higher Secondary.
They only think of their own dirty amusement.

There are some aristocrats in the society
who put on costly dresses. But when a
deprived beggar wants some financial help
from him, he shouts abuses upon that beggar
and neglects him. This is not the picture of the
society of which Swamiji had dreamt.

We claim ourselves to be a developing
country and the 3rd power of the world. But
until class distinction and antisocial activities
are removed from our path of progress, our
country will not become what we want it to be.
In spite of these drawbacks we say
shamelessly—
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A 21st Century Love Story, Perhaps?
Surya Sekhar Chakraborty

To be frank and honest, forget meeting, |
have not even seen her. | have no clue
whatsoever as to what she looks like. Is she
bright? Is she not? Is she skinny? Is she full?
Is she tall? | have no answers. | do feel that
she is beautiful because all virtuous women |
have seen are all beautiful in their ways. But
again, | do not know how she looks. | am not
even sure of her age. She could be old enough
to be my grandmother, couldn’'t she? But |
have a strong hunch that she is of my age.

| have only talked with her. Chatted, rather.
The mutual desire to ping the other first, the
playful discussions of the humdrum affairs of
our respective lives, the interstitial humor, the
enlightening words macerating the desire to
leave the computer and Facebook once and
for all, and the numerous smiley’s have each
their sublime glory. Confined only to a colorful
procession of nameless monochrome faces in
numerous turgid friends’ lists, where each face
is just another odd brick in tremendously large
walls which jot out unevenly and yet is bragged

about! “Look here mate. Here | gotta six
hundred friends”... and five and a half hundred
of which | do not know. What am | saying? Of
my sixty “friends”, only about thirty are
personally known to me. And “she” is not
among them.

Look at me! Incorrigible as | am, sitting
down to write a love story and off | go into my
philosophizing. Is this perhaps what they call
the Facebook effect?

Well, 1 do not know. Maybe one day, | will
be at City Centre, awaiting my turn at the Food
Court when you will walk past me, and in the
process bump into me, spill a little Coke on
my expensive shirt which | had worn for the
first time, mumble an inaudible apology, flash
a blank smile and just walk off without waiting
to delve the profundity of my eyes. Maybe | will
forget all about it until we chat later that day,
and you say, “Do u noe? 2day @ CC a fool
spild my drnk.” Could it possibly have been
somebody else?...

| wonder...
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Ocean
Raddur

Ocean is a space where,
something happens every time,
sometimes its a space of joy,
sometimes are for violence.
But its a real place of beauty,
sometimes its red with blood!!

sometimes its blue with peace....

When rain falls....

and then till madness

filled its brain—

The ocean kissed the rain,—
Dear mother, give me a time,
give me a new life!!

Let me experience and wonder;
through the new life in ocean.
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Friendship
Ananya Chakraborty

When you feel sad and betrayed,
Who can you recall for every single moment?
When you feel lost and deprived,
Who will be there in every way?

When you make mistakes and regret

Who can you look upto to admit you are
wrong?

When you feel life is a standstill

Who will be there to make your journey long?

When you are looking for answers,

To all your questions and dreams

There is one person on whom you can rely
It's impossible, | know, it seems.

But take a few moments to look deeper inside
Look into your heart and there you will see
You'll be surprised to find out

That you have been looking at me.

Silence
Ananya Chakraborty

Somewhere deep down inside ‘silence’ speaks....

Weeps, smiles, groans......and much more

Deeper than words, much stronger than feeling,

Much intense than emotions......ah! What not

Where the sojourn of word ends, silence begins
its journey.

In its own manner, own flow, own pace.

Silence reigns where distance prevails,

Gives vent to pent-up emotions......

It's a gateway to introspection, restrospection.

Silence accompanies when we are in solitude;

A wonderful experience to cherish, a memory

To carry on with the rest of our life.



